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Greetings,

I am happy to tell everyone that the Advance-Student Research Program (SRP) now includes
broad, academically inclusive research experiences for students working in both STEM and
non-STEM discipline areas and creates a collaborative spirit that supports and builds an
interdisciplinary campus culture. Advance-SRP has also partnered with the office of
Institutional Effectiveness to evaluate the impact of undergraduate research on the
University. The program works toward building support opportunities for undergraduate
students to display their work on and off campus, and actively develops faculty skills, faculty-
student mentor relationships, and bridges the gaps between students, faculty, and
administration.

To support both institutional financial realities and student learning outcomes, Advance-SRP
and the academic departments at UL Lafayette built the Advance Student Research
Experience (ASRE) Pathways. The pathways provide a scalable, discipline-specific, scaffold
integrating curricular and co-curricular undergraduate research activities across degree
programs. 95% of the University’s degree-granting programs have implemented ASRE
Pathways, collectively developed by 49 degree-granting, academic departments. The scaffold
aligns research learning pedagogies (introduction, skills development, and dissemination) with
progressive levels of achievement (basic, distinction, and excellence), enabling broad
undergraduate student participation while recognizing advanced student engagement through
transcript designations. Beyond expanding access to undergraduate research, the program
functions as a structured metacognitive tool that encourages students to set aecaderriic and _
professional goals, monitor progress, and apply learning strategies. | + ¢ \
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The ASRE Pathways program was implemented in Fall 2023 with 5.
degree-granting programs and has grown to include 49 degree-
granting programs as of Fall 2027. Beginning Fall 2023, 80
undergraduate students from those 5 degree-granting programs +
signed up to pursue completion of an ASRE Pathway in their major.
This participation has grown to 437 undergraduate students in 38
degree-granting programs pursuing completion of an ASRE . o
Pathway as of June 1, 2026. The ASRE Pathways program has ‘
awarded transcript designations to a total of 183 students in 27
degree-granting programs over the 6 semesters that the ASRE
Pathways program has been active (Fall 2023-Spring 2026).

The Advance-SRP Team looks forward to another year of -

: A SR
innovation and communication with students, faculty and staff. g@ <{< e Q6
Thanks for taking the time to enjoy this newsletter. AL Wk ?’3
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What a year it has been! As youll read, our
office has been very busy working with
students, faculty, and staff. The ASRE
Pathways are continuing to grow with the .
largest group of ASRE Pathways Completers . ' [
to datel In Fall 2026, we will also implement
3 more departments to the ASRE Pathways
program, Music, Dance, and Theatrel I look
forward to assisting more students in their
endeavors and seeing all the

accomplishments they achievel .

I look forward to the next academic year.
The center's goals will be to have more
students enroll in our ASRE Pathways
program, more nominations for Leaf
Awards, restoration of grant funding,
including more direct student support, and
continued showcasing of the great research
achievements of all undergraduates.
Undergraduate student success has been
and remains our primary focus. We want all
undergraduates to succeed here at the
University and after they graduate to new
and exciting endevors.
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The Outstanding Graduate for spring 2026, Abbey Poirier
and S of 8 Outstanding Graduates for UL Lafayette's
Colleges completed their ASRE Pathways and earned

transcript designations!

62 students completed their
ASRE Pathways spring 2026 and
28 students completed their

Pathways fall of 2025. They all
earned transcript designations!

- This year, 2026, the -

Leaf Award winners . N
were recognized by . .°° ) ot
Lieutenant Governor, . '\ ¢, .

Billy Nungesser. . <7\ o >




UNDERGRADUATE
SPOTLIGHT

Elise Gaffga

: Ellse Gaffga 1s a. Junlor at UL Lafayette maJormg in B1ology W1th a '~
- -cohcentrauon in Ecology. Evolution, and Marine Blology Elise is pursumg :
an ASRE Pathway of Distinction in B1ology She presented her research at' :
4 the Earth Day pan=el held by Dupre L1brary on Aprd 2026 and R

Elise stud1es the terrestr1al algae T rentepoh11ales Her research

: analyzes the morphologlcal character1st1cs of multiple species of .

‘ '_ Trentepoh11a via the1r reproduct1ve structures Polymerase Chain o

: React1on (PCR) and genet1c sequencing enable spec1es 1dent1flcat1on of
local samples The algae grow in small populat1ons across campus on the

3 surface of Walls and tree trunks, yet little is known about the organ1sms

: Comparat1ve molecular phylogeny us1ng the rbeL gene sequences will
result in the most - up to date phylogenetic tree for the Trentepoh11a :
Add1t1onally Elise is evaluatlng Trentepohlia as potent1a1 use for airborne
heavy metal pollutants. Estabhshmg the use of Trentepoh11a11a as a bio-
1nd1cator has pushed El;se to . work. on ‘completing an (Scanning Electron
M1croscope Energy Drsperswe X-Ray Spectroscopy) SEM-EDS elemental
analysis using the Fiber- Ion Beam scann1ng electron mlcroscope located !
in Billeaud Hall. =~ SERCsa S R e
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UNDERGRADUATE
SPOTLIGHT

) acques Laughlin.

Jacques Laughlln is now an alumnus of UL Lafayette graduatmg
in Spr1ng 2026 with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and
completed an ASRE Pathway of Excellence in Psychology :
% -.Durlng spring 2026 he earnedra Leaf Award and was awarded
& the Hait-Lewis Scholarsh1p Award thatds g1ven toonly two
...students per year. In his time at UL Lafayette, he was: 1nv1ted to
- present. for New Student Convocat1on and shared is research at -
the Undergraduate Research Conference Posters at the&Cap1tol
- UL System Academlc Summit, and numerous other scholarly
. events. His work regardmg ch1ldhood maltreatment trauma, and
: working memory w1ll continue to be h1s focus durlng graduate
school. A A ; ' ;

Jacques was a student employee in the Advance
" office for four years and was an’ 1ntegral part of
'creatmg the Advance Student. Ambassadors '
'.student organ1zat1on where he became the f1rst |
. pres1dent of the organization. He is now pursu1ng
: h1s master’s degree in Psychology gt v :
G Lafayette
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Upcoming events to look forward tol
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- Undergraduate Research Conference

10.29.2026: Academic Resources Trick-or-
Treat

Student resources from across campus will
gather in the library to share their
resources and treats!

1113-14.2026: Undergraduate Research
Conference

This state-wide conference is full of
exciting presentations and discussions
showcasing the amazing research, creative,
and scholarly projects of undergraduate
students!

Workshops
Multiple student workshops are scheduled
for the Fall Semester. Workshops are
approved for students participating in the
ASRE Pathways program, to earn co-
curricular credit. All students are welcome.
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GATHER AND GROW
ﬂOURISH YOUR PATHWAY (T0 SUGCESS)

Advance-SRP wants to connect and
support undergraduate students ATTEND TWO
' through Gather and Grow Meetings. \HASSONERFNRS

We want to communicate with all 2026| J

of the students who are signed up

to complete an ASRE Pathway so

that students do not feel
disconnected from our office.

As a result, we are implementing a

new guideline for students seeking

completion of an ASRE Pathway

that includes surveys, professmnal
development, and Q&A.
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The annual Undergraduate Research Conference was held on Friday and
Saturday, November 14 & 15, 2026. The Conference was sponsored by
CGI and provided a keynote speaker in Dr. James Peake. Other keynote
speakers included Dr. Farzad Ferdowsi from the College of Engineering
and Dr. Clancy Ratliff from the College of Liberal Arts. Students from
UL Lafayette, colleges and universities across the state, and even a
student from the University of British Columbial

Awards and Recognitions were sponsored by CGI and selected by a
panel of judges for each category. Students were recognized at the
poster session.
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Check out everything Advance-SRP hosted, assisted, or attended!

03.09.2026: Posters at the Capitol--12 undergraduate students presented their research on
the first day of the Legislative session. A resolution was read on the floor of the
Legislature regarding student research.

03.25.2026: Engineering Expo--Advance-SRP spoke to high school students about the
program.

04.022026: Leaf Awards--Advance-SRP awarded 31 students Leaf Awards for excellence
in undergraduate research.

04.16-17.2026: UL System Academic Summit--Advance-SRP brought # undergraduate
student to present their research.

04.16.2026: Psychology Undergraduate Student Showcase--Advance-SRP attended the
annual showcase for student research and awarding scholarships.

04.20.2026-05.01.2026: Undergraduate Research Showcase——Student posters/projects were
showcased in the 11brary _ AT %

nbm mq_
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Check out everything Advance-SRP hosted, assisted, or attended!

April 20-24 was Research Week

The Council on Undergraduate Research put forth social media prompts for the week.
Advance-SPR participated and added student spotlights each day to highlight current
students and alumni

04.23.2026: School of Geosciences Undergraduate Research Showcase

05142026: B. I. Moody III College of Business Undergraduate Research Showcase--
Advance-SRP attended and assisted in judging the inaugural showcase for the College of
Business.

04.07-09.2026: NCUR--One of our incredible undergraduate researchers attended the
annual NCUR Conference and presented her research.

04.24.2026: Biology Undergraduate Research Symposium
0427.2026: College of Education Symposium
429-302026: ASRE Pathways Completer Event--62 undergraduate students from 21

departments were awarded their completion coin for comleting their ASRE Pathway and
graduating with their bachelor’s degree.

05122026: STEM Extravaganza

07.31.2026: TexBioMed Final Presentations
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Capitol, on March 9, 2

format to Louisiana legislators. 1
Lafayette students were selected to pres
their work.

GARIT01¥2026

Presenter: Sydnee Johnson

Title: “The Ripple Effect: Causes and Effects on
University Noncompliance Found in Financial
Audits”

College: BI. Moody III College of Business
Administration

Department: Accounting

st ATy

Presenter: Parker Bristow

Title: “Social Determinants of Cardiovascular
Health: A State Level Comparison’

College: College of Education & Human
Development

Department: School of Kinesiology

Evaluating Flood Exposure and Resilience
of Public Buildings in Coastal Louisiana
b Aoy [

Presenter: Jacques Laughlin

Title: "Childhood Maltreatment, Trauma, and
Working Memory”

College: College of Liberal Arts

Department: Psychology

stering Confidence & Success in
d Piano Students”


https://lailluminator.com/2026/03/13/college-student-research-on-display-at-louisiana-state-capitol/
https://lailluminator.com/2026/03/13/college-student-research-on-display-at-louisiana-state-capitol/

The Louisiana Undergraduate Research
P 08 TE m A]F m@ Association (LaURA) hosted Posters at the
Capitol, on March 9, 2026, inviting universities
across the state to select a limited number of
CARIT0I¥2026

students to present their research in poster
format to Louisiana legislators. 11 UL
Lafayette students were selected to present
Presenter: Jayda Bullard
Title:
College: College of the Arts

thei
Department: School of Performing Arts

Presenter: Katilyn Kemper

Title: "Evaluating Flood Exposure and Resilience
of Public Buildings in Coastal Louisiana’
College: College of the Arts :
Department: School of Architecture & Design - ]

Presenter: Darshan Rumar g/ S — S : fo——
Title: “CAPE ESG-Grid Experimental Smart it T -
Ground-Station Grid”

College: Ray P. Authement College of Sciences
Department: School of Computing & Informatics

Presenter: Leah Notto

Title: "Site-Specific Elastic Biomechanical WS j | _
Properties of Articular Cartilage Degraded with | B A i | N
MMPs Representing Different Stages to Ll
Osteoarthritis”

College: College of Engineering
Department: Chemical Engineering
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Presenter: Lana Gaspard NWURL ) TR g 5
Title: “Recreating Heat Waves: How Extreme Xyl ;
Temperatures Impact Maternal Provisioning &
Future Evolution®

College: Ray P. Authement College of Sciences

Department: School of Biological Sciences

Olivia Good

Title:

College: Ray P. Authement College of Sciences
Department: Physics
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The 2025 Advance Leaf Awards awarded 39 Leaf Awards to
31 undergraduate students for excellence in research,
creativity, and scholarship. Chosen from 50 nominations
across all colleges, the winners demonstrated how student
research enriches both their academic journeys and the
broader UL Lafayette community. A signature tradition of the | f
awards ties to UL Lafayette’s century oaks: just as hundreds == N - SR
of leaves give the oak its strength, the students honored y 4
embody the collective growth and vitality of the university.
This year’'s ceremony also recognized faculty and staff with
Advance Challenge Coins for their dedicated mentorship/and
support of undergraduate research. In the words of the
program, “The academic endeavors of the students who
receive the Leaf Award challenge and inspire the faculty'and
illuminate the possibilities for the future.” Planned in
partnership with students from Hospitality and Event
Planning courses, the event highlighted not only research
excellence but also collaboration and community spirit.

- £ Golden Leaf Award Winner)
2026: Ray P. Authement .

College of Sciences. '_
The Golden Leaf Award -

g recognizes the UL Lafayette

4

college with the most
_ Advance student
participation.
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to all of the Spring 2026
ASRE Pathways

Completers! We enjoyed |

celebrating you!

We celebrated the
ASRE Pathways
Completers on
Wednesday and

2026.

This was our largest
group of ASRE

p Pathways Completers
t with 62 completers

from 21 different
departments!

We loved honoring

these students with

their family, friends,
and mentorsl!

and every student for

their excellent work!

to all the mentors and friends who
supported these students. Special
thanks to Tiffany Ellis from Dupre’
Library for providing popcorn.
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Faeultry Learning Community Shewease

The Advance Student Research Program (SRP) and the Office
of Distance Learning at the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette partnered to enhance Al literacy, and to train faculty
to integrate Al tools into teaching course-embedded
undergraduate research experience and/or managing mentored
research experiences. Both initiatives seek to improve
pedagogy and expand instructional capacity, enabling faculty
to reach more students and provide greater access to valuable
undergraduate research opportunities.

ADVANCE

STUDENT 4 RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA AT LAFAYETTE

DISTANCE LEARNING

Academic Affairs Division

®

Faculty Development: Twenty-two faculty from across disciplines

participated in faculty learning communities sponsored by Advance-SRP and Distance Learning.
During the fall 2025 semester, participants met regularly to explore strategies, exchange ideas, and
design project proposals that meaningfully engage students with Al tools, including opportunities
for undergraduate research in the classroom (curricular) or outside the classroom (co-curricular).
Project Implementation: In the spring 2026, participating faculty piloted their projects in
classrooms, research laboratories, or other scholarly settings across both STEM and Non-STEM
fields.

Evaluation: Both faculty and student participants took part in an IRB approved evaluation of the
pilot projects. Faculty identified effective strategies for integrating Al literacy and Al tools into
course embedded and mentored undergraduate research experiences. They also examined the
design, implementation process, and assessment plans of scalable, optimized, Al inclusive models.
The results of these endeavors were shared during a showcase in May 2026.

@n “

Engagement Through Participation

;> Engagement Through Events or Activities

Administrators |2
Faculty Facilitators | 3
Faculty I 22 [
Students | | 544 ‘
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Free prnfes*siﬂnal poster printing

tor undergraduate researchers

W hae? Wha Showld AFI'F]"?
I M P ﬁ ‘ : I #in award that covers the cast * Students prese nting at
al ;,:rir.l M rebeArs k paaiery r;|| Erlarmal |_'|'\-'I'.I_-'r|l-'|;.'“'|

professonal presentations. * Students wha plan to reuse

Wh‘?’T thew posters.
RESEARCH To renave Fomncil barers and > Students it o atber sccess
PG ST E R AW iy Ft D . make academic resparch mare te printing fureds

arcessihle

Sponscred by the Sudent Government Visit the ADVANCE or 5GA websites to apply!
Aazociation ard the ADVANCE Program L T
Inplamnted by UL Lafayeite Prink & Ship advance.louisiana.edu « louisiana.edu/sga

In partnership with Student Government Association and UL Lafayette
Print & Ship, Advance implemented the Ink to Impact Research Poster
Award for undergraduate students to print their posters for free in order
for students to present their research in professional settings. Multiple
posters have been printed during the Spring 2026 semester! This
initiative will remain in place during the 26/27 academic year.
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Check out everything Advance-SRP hosted, assisted, or attended!

Werksheops

Multiple student workshops are scheduled for the Fall Semester. Workshops are
approved for students participating in the ASRE Pathways program, to earn co-
curricular credit. All students are welcome. The workshops below took place
during the Spring 2026 semester. We look forward to partnering to host more

workshops in the Fall semester!
01.30.2026: URAP REU Workshop

02112026: ASRE Pathways Workshop

02112026: How to Use Zotero

02.25.2026: Hello to Hired: Career Fair Prep Pop-In
03.04.2026: Managing Academic Life

0317.2026: ASRE Pathways Workshop

{/ 03.19.2026: How to Use Zotero

03.24.2026: Demystifying Grad School

103252026 Demystifying Grad School

04.13.2026: ASRE Pathways Workshop

Approved by
A Dv N C E 04.20.2026: Crafting Your Curriculum Vitae

STUDENT 4 RESEARCH
. EXPERIENCE
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Thank you for taking the time to read about everything Advance-
SRP has been a part of this past year and things to look forward to
in the next academic year. If you would like to keep up with
Advance, follow us on Instagram, Facebook, join our email list, or
use our contact information below to reach out!

Instegrem Faeebook Email List

A0

A Centaet V
A Informetion V

& Location: Dupre’ Library Room 102 V
Email: advance@louisiana.edu
A Phone: 337-412-1382 v

Student Center for A Dv N C E

Research, Creativity <1 ,peENT &) RESEARCH
and Scholarship EXPERIENCE
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